Applications for 2nd Organized Industrial Zone in Şanlıurfa to Open in November 2009
 
The new 2nd Organized Industrial Zone in Şanlıurfa to be established within scope of the Industrial Restructuring of Şanlıurfa Project financed under European Union – Turkey Pre Accession Financial Cooperation Programme, which aims at increasing the competitiveness of the industry of Şanlıurfa, will be ready for occupancy of highly competitive companies in the first quarter of 2010.  
Central Finance and Contracts Unit is the Contracting Authority of the Industrial Restructuring of Şanlıurfa Project; and the Ministry of Trade and Industry has launched the implementation of the project, which consists of two components namely the Works Component and Technical Assistance Component. The Works Component covers the construction of the infrastructure for the 2nd OIZ and the waste water treatment plant for the 1st and 2nd OIZs. The Technical Assistance Component which is implemented by the United Nations Development Programme covers activities for identifying strategic sectors for the 2nd Organized Industrial Zone (OIZ) and establishment of a business environment in which the OIZ incumbent companies can operate competitively.  Hand-in-hand with development of the physical infrastructure, the United Nations Development Programme is carrying out a major technical assistance component designed to increase the sustainability of industrial investments in Şanlıurfa, and the competitiveness of the province in national and international markets. In this context, a Technical Assistance Team of local and international experts has been working in Şanlıurfa since early 2009 on local development and industrial development. The Technical Assistance Team, which is composed of experts who are experienced on these issues, works in cooperation and coordination with a full slate of local and national stakeholders including Şanlıurfa Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ŞUTSO), OIZ Management, Harran University, the Governorate of Şanlıurfa, Municipality of Şanlıurfa, GAP Regional Development Administration, KOSGEB – IGEM and the Ministry of Industry and Trade. 

Construction of €13 million worth of infrastructure and a waste-water treatment plant for the first phase of development in the OIZ is on schedule and thus applications for land in the 2nd OIZ will be launched on 1 November 2009.  It is expected that the award of the first parcels of land in the 2nd OIZ will be finalized and announced by 15 January 2010. In scope of the Technical Assistance Component of the Project, a team of experts is working on identifying the procedures and the scientific criteria for the assessment of the applications. The expert team is planned to work jointly with the existing OIZ Management Board and Entrepreneurs Committee to set the basis for the establishment of a “consultative” structure. As part of this process, the applicants will also be supported through a help desk to be established within the premises of Şanlıurfa Chamber of Commerce and Industry, designed to ensure that the applications and business plans of the applicants of the OIZ are feasible and sustainable.  
 
At the heart of the South Eastern Anatolia Region, Şanlıurfa will be one of the major beneficiaries of the 2008 - 2012 GAP Action Plan. Being on the lands where agriculture was first practised in the history of the world, the city will have the opportunity to improve its experience and potential of agriculture by doubling the available area of irrigated land by 2012. As such, the volume and value of agricultural output from these fertile lands will grow commensurately. This presents great opportunities for investment in agriculture and fresh produce; as well as for investment in a wide range of downstream food processing facilities. The expansion and upgrade of agriculture in the area also increases the demand for agricultural supplies ranging such as irrigation pipes, water pumps, agricultural machinery, fertilizers and other materials, which will lead to growth of sub sectors and new employment opportunities. Şanlıurfa, which is currently producing 30 % of the whole cotton production in Turkey, will double this amount through new investments in the agriculture sector and create new employment opportunities in the textile and ready wear sector. In addition to the growth of irrigation facilities, the province becomes an attractive point for investing in and utilizing renewable energy resources.
 
The new Organized Industrial Zone, which will change the industrial concept and structuring of the city, is being developed in anticipation of a significant increase in the demand for industrial land. Being established on the Şanlıurfa – Gaziantep highway, which connects Şanlıurfa to other provinces in the region, and 18 kilometres from the city centre, the zone has a total area in excess of 1100 ha of which the first phase of fully serviced land covers 96 ha, divided into 56 lots.  The industrial lots are expected to be available in early in 2010. Being located nearby the transportation network it is possible to easily access from OIZ to the Şanlıurfa GAP international cargo airport and other provinces of the region. Furthermore the proximity of the city to Middle East countries such as Iraq and Syria facilitates the access to these markets. The fast motorway, which now has arrived to Şanlıurfa, shortens the distance and time to access the ports of Mersin and Iskenderun, and other regions of the country. 
 
The application process for the industrial zone will be launched on 1 November 2009 and announcements will be made on the websites of Şanlıurfa Chamber of Commerce and Industry (www.sutso.org.tr) and Sanliurfa Organized Industrial Zone (www.suosb.org)
