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Honorable Members of the Parliament

Distinguished Representatives of Political Parties, Local Administrations, Civil Society, Women’s Organizations, and Academia 
Distinguished Members of the Press

Distinguished Members of the UNDP Regional Bureau in Bratislava and 

Distinguished Guests from Sweden,

It is a great pleasure to be here at this special occasion with this distinguished audience which we are all together to address the crucial topic of women’s participation in politics and decision making as an important indicator for Turkey’s achievements on gender equality.

Women constitute slightly more than half of the world population. Their contribution to the social and economic development of societies is also more than half. Yet their participation in formal political structures and processes remains insignificant.  As women are absent from the decision making mechanisms, they do not have a say on the policies that are directly related to their daily lives.
Presently, women’s representation in legislatures around the world is 18% and there are only twelve countries where women hold 33% or more seats in the parliaments.

As you know, UNDP is supporting the Government of Turkey towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Women’s political representation is one of the three indicators of the third goal (MDG 3), which is the goal on gender equality. As referred in the MDGs Report of 2005, the Government of Turkey sets the target for women’s representation as 17 percent in parliament by 2015. 

Since 2006, UNDP Turkey has worked on promoting women’s participation in decision making; first with the “Women in Politics” Project for the General Elections in 2007 and now continuing with the “Enhancing Women’s Participation in Local Politics and Decision Making” Project for the upcoming Local Elections.
After the 2007 General Elections, the percentage of women in Parliament in Turkey increased by twofold, to 50 women, reaching the 9.1% of the total seats in Parliament. Although this increase is far from the 17% target, it is a positive incentive to move towards equality between men and women. It is a great honor having the chance to address the issue with the distinguished women members of the parliament today. 
The participation of women is much lower at the local level, which doesn’t even reach to 2%, meaning important challenges still remain for women in Turkey at the local level as well as the national level.
Countries with a higher percentage of women members of the local administrations are therefore likely to have a higher number of women parliamentarians.  
Given these imbalances on gender equality, it is not surprising that one of the priorities of UNDP Turkey has been to increase women’s participation in politics.  We are all responsible to change the current situation in the area of women’s participation in politics. Our joint efforts for the equal representation of the society today, for men and women, will have rendered an important and historical service for development of Turkey. 
Dear Distinguished Representatives of the Media, 

We would like to express our deepest appreciation to your considerable interest. Having you with us along our works gives me the honor of seeing you as the good will ambassadors of the cause on women’s equal participation in politics and decision making. 
Our heartfelt thanks to all distinguished members of the Parliament and the political parties. 

We would like to express our gratitude especially to the women parliamentarians for their continuous heartfelt support to the project and gender equality works in general.

Lastly, my deepest appreciation to the representatives of the civil society for their tremendous continuous work and moving together with the UN family as the friends of the cause,
Many thanks to you all,
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