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His Excellency State Minister,
His Excellencies Ambassadors, 

UNDP Representative Mr. AYUB, 
Distinguished Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
Heads of Departments and other Departmental Officials,
Distinguished Members of the Press and the Media,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my honour and pleasure to welcome you today to launch the “Bridging South-South Cooperation and Emerging Donor Roles: Strengthen Turkey’s Participation in International Development Cooperation” Project. Taking this opportunity I would like to thank to the Delegation of UNDP Turkey for their full support in shaping and planning this Project and for their further assistance in execution for the next three years, also the State Planning Organization and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for their coordination of the process, as well. 
As you all know, Turkey is experiencing South-South Cooperation modalities in development cooperation since 1980s. Turkey is a pivotal country of technical cooperation among developing countries (TCDC), a framework of cooperation among developing countries which is recently better captured conceptually in “South-South Cooperation.”  Turkey’s TCDC projects were implemented by State Planning Organization with the support of UNDP since 1987; I believe my colleague from SPO will explain these developments in some detail.
Turkish development assistance was institutionalized with the establishment of the Turkish International Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA) in 1992.  The main objective of TIKA was to assist the newly independent countries of Central Asia, in their efforts to align with market economy as well as with global politics. This initial objective then changed in recent years. Reflecting on the requests from other countries, TIKA enlarged its scope of activities towards the Balkans, Middle Eastern and African countries. Today, TIKA conducts its activities through 23 field offices located in 20 countries and has reached more than 100 countries in these regions. 

Distinguished Guests,
As you may be aware, besides receiving development assistance, at the same time Turkey is in a unique position of delivering development assistance as well. Recently Turkey has moved its position from a recipient country to a net donor country.  In accordance with the current trends in global development, Turkey has begun a comprehensive rethinking of its ODA. In this sense, it is important to underline that the amount of Turkey’s ODA rose in this three year’s period, in 2004 it was USD 339 million, and the average amount of ODA provided for the last three years is USD 650 million.  This fact is also mentioned in the European Commission’s Annual Report in 2007, by stating that “Turkey’s level of alignment [with the EU] in the field of development and humanitarian policy is satisfactory.”  As a result of all these developments, Turkey is considered as an “emerging donor”.  As it was indicated in the 2007 Annual Program of the State Planning Organization, although Turkey’s ODA has caught up the standards of a developed  country, the need for quality improvement continuous. 
TIKA’s areas of operation are defined within the Millennium Development Goals as recommended to the nations of the world. Most of the projects and programs implemented within the framework of the Millennium Development Goals by TIKA have been accomplished in cooperation with bilateral donors and some in cooperation with international donor organizations.

Distinguished Guests,

The increased challenges that developing countries face today particularly, towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by 2015, dictate a new and more vigorous agenda for South-South Cooperation.  South-South Cooperation, including technical and economic cooperation, has increasingly proven to be an effective approach in strengthening partnership and collective self-reliance among developing countries through the transfer of appropriate technology in a more cost-effective manner, sharing of knowledge and experience to address development issues of mutual interest and common concerns such as trade and investment, ICT for development, science and technology and HIV/AIDS. South-South Cooperation has now been established as a cost effective instrument for international cooperation that can effectively utilize limited resources for development. 

South-South Cooperation, also, represents an important aspect of Turkey’s national policy. The Annual Programme of Turkish Government for 2007 stressed the improvement and expansion of Turkey's technical cooperation activities with other developing countries and with the countries in transition. The Government of Turkey, in cooperation with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), is now increasing the effectiveness of its development assistance to other countries through the South-South Cooperation Project which will be conducted by TİKA.

The South-South Cooperation Project, for which we have gathered today to announce its official commencement, carries great importance to strengthen Turkey’s participation in international development cooperation and emerging donor role through capacity building of TİKA towards Paris Declaration principles on Aid Effectiveness and promoting the leadership role of Turkey in the international community.
With the implementation of this project, Turkey’s contribution to the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in developing countries will be strengthened through the sharing of its experience and "best practices” as an emerging donor.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
The issue of coordination and alignment of development assistance has been a challenge at the global level. In March 2005, the Paris Declaration was adopted to commit governments and development partners to effective ownership, alignment and harmonization of priorities and to work towards achieving aid effectiveness in realizing the policies, plans and programmes of recipient countries. Actually aid effectiveness is not only about the performance of the recipient country. It’s about a whole host of factors, including the “development partners” (i.e. donors). Today, I sincerely hope that, Turkey, on her way to OECD DAC membership and a net donor country, will be one of the leading countries which will implement Paris Declaration principles in development cooperation policies, strategies and action plans through our Project results, with full support of UNDP.

Distinguished Guests,

On behalf of TİKA, I would like to express my sincere thanks and appreciation to you for honouring this meeting and wish the Project every success. 
Thank you.
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