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His Excellencies, 

Distinguished Ambassadors,

Distinguished Representatives of the Ministries,

Distinguished Members of the Press and Media,
My Distinguished Colleague Mr. KULAKLIKAYA, President of TIKA,
Distinguished Representatives of TIKA, UN Offices and UNDP Turkey,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the UNDP Ankara, I am greatly honored to address this distinguished audience today on the occasion of the launch of the UNDP/TIKA South-South Cooperation Project entitled “Bridging South-South Cooperation and Emerging Donor Roles: Strengthen Turkey’s Participation in International Development Cooperation”. 

We have just now listened with great interest the remarks made by Mr. Kulaklıkaya, President of TIKA on our joint project which we are very proud to be part of, as well as very enthusiastic to jointly undertake it. With your permission, I would like to touch upon certain points, which we consider to be of some relevance and importance from UNDP’s point of view.

As you are all well aware, the South-South Cooperation has been getting increasingly important ever since its early inception in 1978. Numerous success stories have been reported on the South-South Cooperation involving not only bilateral, but multilateral  cooperation, on regional basis, with the participation of countries from the North, Middle Income Countries (MICs), as well as with the Civil Society Organizations (CSOs). The awareness and activities related to the “technical cooperation among developing countries” (TCDC) has been in Turkey’s agenda for international cooperation, initially as a recipient, and subsequently, as a donor  country. 

In fact, Turkey’s involvement in the Technical Cooperation among Developing Countries (TCDC) had already started in 1988, having so far covered  two successful periods. TCDC had been administered within the State Planning Organization (SPO) with the overall coordination of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. We are pleased to have here with us two important speakers from the above-mentioned ministry and the SPO, to tell us their experiences on Turkey’s development cooperation. 

In this third phase of the TCDC programme, which is better captured by the term “South-South Cooperation”, TIKA, as the Turkish International Development Agency, has assumed the ownership of the South-south cooperation Programme, marking another positive turning point in Turkey’s development Agenda. 
The overall objective of the UNDP/TIKA South-South Cooperation Project is to strengthen the Capacities of the Government of Turkey as an emerging donor, in order to increase the effectiveness of Turkish Official Development Assistance (ODA) in line with the “Paris Declaration Principles” of ownership, alignment, harmonization, managing for result and mutual accountability. To this guiding principles I would like to highlight, the “Accra Agenda for Action”, which was adopted at the 3rd High Level Forum on “Aid Effectiveness” in Accra, Ghana on 4th September 2008.

There are a number of significant outcomes and outputs of the project, into which I do not intend to go in any detail as, I am sure, this will be dealt with by other speakers, particularly by Dr. Sebahattin Gazanfer, who has recently been recruited as the Senior Project Adviser to this project.  

Last , but certainly not the least, I should also emphasise that on UNDP side, the project will put at Turkey’s disposal, UNDP’s global infrastructure of 166 country offices, regional centers, policy institutes and knowledge networks. Furthermore, the project will aim to promote the consolidation of multilateral partnerships and regional cooperation with UNDP, with other emerging donor countries, and with recipient countries as well, to coordinate the efforts towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).

In addition, UNDP Turkey will serve as a coordinating agency to strengthen and develop linkages with other relevant UNDP agencies involved in the program. UNDP Turkey will also support TIKA in managing administrative, financial management and procurement issues related to project implementation, which are all important elements in order to develop the capacities of TIKA as developing agent in order to contribute effectively in the International Development Architecture. 
To conclude, I would  like to declare together with my colleague Mr. Kulaklıkaya,  the official launch this project and invite you all to join us in expressing our sincere wishes for the success of this partnership.  

Thank you all! 
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